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MWA : Jeff, when did you start

woodturning and how did you get starteq

I JeffLuedloffProfile I

Jeff: In 1986, when | was in T@Qyrade, |

had my first days of wood shop. | saw a
Better Homes & Gardens Wood magazin
There was a walnut crotch bowl on the
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ever since. | would always go to the drug

store and look at all the magazines on thr:
n

rack. If there were a woodturning article
a magazine, | bought that magazine.

Jeff: | read magazines, every wood turnirlg

article | could find. My dad found a Sears
Craftsman lathe from th&94Gs on a scrap|
pile. He brought it home and | took it ap4g
and rebuilt it. | wad6years old. | did®
turn much at that time, mayb8 ¢ 4 things
a year.
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Jeff: | had some carbon steel tools that | took to a saw sho
for sharpening. | assume they remained sharp for about 2
minutes. | was very much interested in what other people
were turning. In 2001 | started over again with turning.

I JeffLuedloffProfile I

MWA : What happened in 20011

Jeff: In 2001 | joined the Minnesota Woodturners
Association and the American Association of
Woodturners. | started going to all the MWA
meetings. | took my wife to an MWA picnic. At that
picnic | was talking to the MWA President, Bruce
Arones He mentioned that he was looking for an
editor for the newsletter. | asked what it entailed and JKY
said | might know what to do because | was working &S
F2NI I LINAYyGAYy3I O2YLIN yeé L
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Jeff: As the picnic went on, people started coming up and patting me on the back qr
shoulder and congratulating me on becoming the newsletter editor. It helped with my
shyness. | met and talked with so many people in the club. Khass a board meeting
or a regular meeting for several years. Still, through that time 1@tdm much.
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I JeffLuedloffProfile I

‘ MWA : Where and how big is your shopl?

7

Jeffa@ IFNFIS Aa KS aKzL L dzalSR G2 al
that | had half and then, slowly, | just took it over.
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MWA : What kind of lathe(s) do you have1

I JeffLuedloffProfile I

Jeff: My main lathe is a Jett
1642 that | bought used
from an MWA club
member. | also got a
Onewaycoring system and
a lot of accessories that
were included. One of the
perks of being the
newsletter editor at the
time. The forsale ad never

made it to the newsletter.
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Jeff: | also have a
Woodfastfrom
Australia previously
owned by Mike

used to import these
without stands or
motors. It has & hp
motor and will turn a
20¢ diameter piece
inside and &82¢ piece
outboard. My next
purchase will
probably be a
replacementOneway
banjo for the
Woodfast

=1 !\
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MWA : If money were no object, what kind of lathe would you 94?

I JeffLuedloffProfile I

Jeff: | have never turned onicmar& o dzi L
simply outstanding. | would also likeCmewayor a

company with excellent products, in Wisconsin.

K

Robust. Brent English, who owns Robust, has a very g¢od
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MWA : What is your favorite type of turning?l

Jeff: This might sound weird, but my
woodturning comprises 3 aspects.

1. | love to show and teach other turners.

2. | love to read about the history of turning

and how the early and outstanding turners (i

what they were able to do.

od aeé 2¢gy GdNYyAy3IDd |

asartzy/fartzy. | love to study and try to do
excellent shapes and forms. | usually only tu

10-15 pieces per year. | spend part of every
day with woodturning, but not necessatrily in
the shop. | love to read about turners and t

history of turned bowls. | just love the histor
of wood turning.

\%E;—uh
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I JeffLuedloffProfile I

MWA : What is your greatest challenge in woodturninb?

Jeff: Getting out in the shop and making stuff myself! Working for Hunter Tool$ h:
been great for me and has helped a lot. It gets me in the shop . . . $harsing
my shop. | do a LOT of spindle turning! MWA member, Tim Heil, said that to reall
learn turning, turn100of something. | thought I'd never turkt00 of something.

Jeff: | thought about Tir@ comments
after | turned my firsttOOhandles for
Hunter Tools. | have now turned
thousands handles. | have been
influenced by tribal art and try to
incorporate that in some of my work
Spindle turning has taught me so
much about tool control and
production techniques. My belief is,
df you can learn how to do spindle
turning, anything else will be easy.
love ceramics and pottery. | love
reading about and learning about thait
kind of stuff.
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I JeffLuedloffProfile I

MWA : What type of wood do you prefer, wet or dry?

Jeff: Mostly dry. I like rough turning wet bowils. | like twazening. | twiceturn all
my bowls. | probably have 2€8D0 ready to final turn. | spend a lot of time

LINBLI NAYy3 Y& ¢22RP L R2y Qi Gdz2NYy ONJ Of
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G2 6S Iy 2fR OGdz2NYyAYy3IZ LQft dzaS 6Si| 62

‘ MWA : What@Q your favorite speciesl?

Jeff: | likespaltedmaple. | do a
lot with ash. | like Russian olive
and white oak. | use a lot of
different wood to achieve
colors or textures@ after. |
usually know what | want
before | start.
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MWA : Do you have some favorite pieces that you

I JeffLuedloffProfile I
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turned for others.

Jeff: A friend carried the
Olympic torch in 1984 and sti|
had the torch. His daughter
wanted to display the torch 81
| made a base with 3 levels,
protective cover and a
finial/flame for the top of the
torch. | also have an African
warrior inspired series.
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