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III. MWA EVENT CALENDAR 

 

 

 

III. President’s Message 

February, 2015 

3rd Membership Mtg 

Gluing Segmented Work   

Bob Puetz 

 

10th Board Meeting 

 

 

April, 2015 

7th Membership Mtg 

Hollowing 

Mark Debe 

 

14th Board Mtg 

 

January, 2015 

6th Membership Mtg 

Sharpening Systems 

Nelson, Robinette, etc 

 

13th Board Meeting  

 

23, 24, 25, Craig Lossing, 

Pro 

March, 2015 

3rd Membership Mtg 

Fun with Spindles 

Steve McLoon 

 

10th Board Mtg 

 

13, 14, 15 Nick Cook, Pro 

 

May, 2015 

5th Membership Mtg 

Making Platters  

Steve Mages 

 

12th Board Mtg 

 

July, 2015 

7th Membership Mtg 

Finishes 

Mark Palma 

 

13th Board Mtg 

 

June, 2015 

2nd Membership Mtg 

Skype with Joe Hermann 

 

9th Board Mtg 

 

25-28 AAW Mtg 

Pittsburg 

 

November, 2015 

3rd Membership Mtg 

Put a twist in your work 

Todd Williams 

 

10th Board Mtg 

(Al Stirt Pro demo?) 

 

 

September, 2015 

1st Membership Mtg 

A Goblet W Captive Rings 

Gary Mrozek 

 

9th Board Mtg 

19, 20, 21 Dixie Biggs Pro 

 

 

 

October, 2015 

6th Membership Mtg 

Pendants  

Robinette and Farber 

 

13th Board Mtg 

 

 

August, 2015 

4th Membership Mtg 

Home Made Lathe Tools 

Jeff Luedloff 

 

11th Board Meeting 

Chainsaw Safety Class 

      Sat  22 Noon -4PM 

 

 
December, 2015 

 

No Membership Mtg 

 

No Board Mtg 

 

Christmas Party 

 

July/August Special Events at a Glance 

July 23, Basic Bowl Turning, Bob Meyer, Rick Auge’s Shop noon to 4:00 pm 

August 6, lidded boxes Woodcraft 6:00 to 9:00 pm 

August 13  Hamburger club, 50’s Club Brooklyn Center, 11:30-1:30 

Possible August 19 Sharpening Class, Neil Robbinette’s shop 6:00-9:00 

August 26 Plymouth Area Wood Turners, Steve Mages Shop 7:00-8:30 PM 

Possible SE metro Meeting in member’s shop.  Details TBD 
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IV.  President’s Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

combined.” 

For our chapter, this year was a last minute 

rushed challenge. I am not sure what the 

theme is for 2016 in Atlanta. However if our 

chapter is going to participate, we should 

start thinking about it now rather than April 

2016. 

There is an overwhelming amount of 

inspiration that can be found at the AAW 

Symposium. 

Vendors galore!    You know, just in case 

you’re not spending enough already on your 

turning endeavors. 

There are 5 daily seminar/demos. Given by 

leading turners and artists throughout the 

world. Each seminar is 1.5 hours. I found 

each seminar I attended was full of 

worthwhile information, and how to’s. 

For example, there were the following 

interesting tips from the pro’s demos: 

David Ellsworth on Cyanoacrylate ie: 

superglue and Pith.  This seminar Ellsworth 

turned a hollow form from a green log, with 

the pith running across the center of it.  

Tip #1. align the pith horizontal with the top 

and bottom of the vessel. When you do this it 

will warp uniformly. If the pith is at an angle 

the form will sag to one side as it warps. 

 

 

 

 

For what it’s worth. 

I was able to attend the AAW Symposium 

in Pittsburgh. I was reluctant. Well,,,,,,, It 

was worth it. 

As many of you know our club participated 

in the chapter collaborative challenge. 

Collaborative meaning 6 or more members 

are required to have worked on the project. 

There were four awards given. Our chapter 

won the Fantasy award. Congratulations to 

ALL who worked on this project to make it 

happen.  

Prior to this symposium it was thought that 

this would be the last year of the 

Collaborative due to poor response over the 

past 2 years. However it was stated at the 

time of the awards, “There were more 

entries this year than in the last two years  
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Tip #2. DO NOT use superglue on green 

wood to “fix” cracks.  It makes things 

worse in the long run.  In many cases 

after the wood dries warps and relaxes, 

the cracks reduce themselves. If there is 

superglue in that crack as it reduces, 

that glue works as a wedge causing 

other cracks.  

( I wondered why galleries do not allow 

turnings with superglue.) 

Kip Christenson: On Skew and Muscle 

memory and eggs.  

Tip #1. Develop muscle memory and 

turning skill by repeating small motor 

movements. By repeating the same cut 

over and over. Don’t try to turn a bowl 

to improve your muscle memory. There 

are too many large and varied 

movements involved in a bowl.  

Tip #2. Round out a 2” x 2” # 10” 

spindle, take a skew and make ½ of a 

bead on the tailstock end then keep 

repeating this cut one after another 

after another work on thin cuts to get 

more in.  This way you are repeating 

that one small move time after time 

after time = Muscle memory.   Work 

your way roughly to the center of the  

 rough out.  Then go to the headstock 

end and start the left end ½ bead cut  

keep repeating. By the time you get to 

the center you should have 1 perfect 

bead in the center of the blank. Or 

maybe on the next blank! 

Then do the reverse with a spindle 

gouge working from the center to the 

tailstock end with cove cuts. Etc. 

Tip #3. If you get the concept of the 

skew, all other tools will be easy to use 

and you will never get a catch unless 

you’re doing a demo. 

Almost forgot Eggs!  

Tip #4. Make an egg! Any time you get 

a new variety of wood, cut off a piece 

and make an egg, this will let you know 

the working properties of that 

particular piece of wood.  It also warms 

you up to what you will be doing.  

Other topics covered 

Cindy Drozda on how to cut and turn a 

cap burl, what to look for, how they 

grow & special tool grinds for making 

finials. How to make a delicate finial. 

Mark St’Leger on boxes, lids, and 

finials. 

& many others. 
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V.  Sample of Dixie Biggs AAW Display 
 

 

 

 

 
 

    

 

   
 

Space does not allow presentation of all the work at the symposium.  A 

representative sample of the work of Dixie Biggs is shown below.  This is of 

particular interest to MWA since Dixie is coming to MWA to teach decorating 

your work in two hands on classes and one large class demonstration.  As noted 

in the MWA event schedule on page 3, these events will be held September 19, 

20, and 21.  It should be a great learning opportunity.  Plan to attend. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLO5vt6N48YCFQ17kgoddGkHoA&url=http://www.totallyturning.com/demonstrators.htm&ei=UHOpVbPRII32yQT00p2ACg&bvm=bv.98197061,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNF3vFoo8IJFNmZV2IOEWoDCnr1fDw&ust=1437254861659078
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VI.  Editorial (Pete Bryant) 
 

In Rick Auge’s President’s message in the June newsletter, he urged members to start thinking 

ahead to November when board elections are held.  Approximately half of the board is nominated 

and elected each year.  He asked anyone who is interested in serving to consider being nominated 

or anyone who knows someone who desires to play a larger part in the direction to talk with that 

person.  In the event either happens, please contact a board member for further information. 

 

My first reaction was that this was premature.  November is five months away and there is a lot of 

time left.  However, as I reflected on my situation, I realized that it took this long for me to be 

convinced that I should be on the board.  

 

At that time, I was coordinator of the Plymouth area turning group.  I took that position because I 

appreciated the volunteer efforts of many in the MWA and felt that it was right to be a 

contributor as well as a taker.  But to be on the board and have to go to meetings, plan events, talk 

with people, and write reports and newsletters was not at all appealing.  I recently had retired 

from this and just wanted to work with my hands. 

 

So, why did I become a board member?   

 

1. I realized that there was a real need for effective leadership when meeting with some of the 

board members and that I had some skill sets that would help.  So again, it was the right 

thing to do.   

 

2. Since I realized that MWA has an incredible smorgasboard  of educational opportunities, I 

reasoned that being on the board would give me a good overview each of the educational 

programs and enable me to select those that are best for me.   

 

3.  I wanted to better understand the relationship of the MWA organization with the AAW.   

 

4. I also realized that being on the board would expose me to some of the top turners in the 

club and permit me to easily ask them woodturning questions.    

 

5. Finally, I believe further that it is a good experience to work closely with new people and 

develop friendships. 

 

So how has this worked out after six months on the board? 
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1. I have come to see areas of the club as critical and satisfying to me.  In particular, I have 

learned a lot from “hands on” training with professionals and from teaching beginners.  I 

would not have had done so if not on the board. 

 

2. I have come to understand how much the AAW provides to each chapter and how different 

chapters interact with each other.  The AAW is an amazing organization, and it is centered 

right in our home town. 

 

3. I have had my turning questions quickly answered in casual conversations and emergency 

phone calls with the people I have met while on the board.  This has provided a strong 

growth in my turning skills. 

 

4. I have developed satisfying relationships with new people who have the same interests as I 

do. 

 

The bottom line is that there is a lot of hard work that goes into serving on the board and writing 

the newsletter, and there is some of the bureaucracy typical of corporate America, but the benefits 

far out weigh the negatives. 

 

Take some time and think seriously about it.  You may have a lot of good reasons to be on the 

board. 

 

At the time of publication, I visited Woodcraft and learned that they give a 10% discount to MWA 

members but a 20% discount to MWA Board Members!   Another great benefit to serving on the 

board. 

 

 

Correction:  In last month’s newsletter, those organizations listed giving discounts to MWA 

members did not include Woodcraft.  This is in error.  Woodcraft does provide these discounts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VII. Monthly Meetings 
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A. July Membership Meeting  

1. Pre-meeting Activities 

a.  Used Tool Sales 

    
 

 

Bob Puetz sold tools for a friend who was getting too old and ill to use them 

anymore.  One table consisted of a box of miscellaneous tools that was sold by silent 

auction (left hand picture).  The proceeds went to the club.  Jim Jacobs won the 

silent auction with a bid of $40. 

 

The items on the right were sold individually for generally $20.  For example, Pete 

Bryant bought the set of hole saws in the middle of the table for $20.  They work 

great.  Proceeds went to the original owner. 

 

 

 

 

 

VII. Monthly Meetings 

A. July Membership Meeting  

1. Pre-meeting Activities 
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b.  Instant Gallery 

 
 
The instant gallery is a monthly event.  Turners bring recent work without regard 

to category that are particularly beautiful, clever, or unusual.  The collection above 

is representative of the fine work regularly put on display. 

 

 

 

VII. Monthly Meetings 

A. July Membership Meeting  

1. Pre-meeting Activities 

c. AAW Entry 



   MINNESOTA WOODTURNERS ASSOCIATION July, 2015 1                                                        Page 11 
 
 

    

 
The above two pictures show the final version of the chapter collaborative project 

entry that won top award for fantasy.  It was on display at the meeting.  The football 

on the truck bed was filled with turned toys.  The lower picture gives some idea of 

the huge size of the truck when compared to the people immediately behind it.  See 

President Rick Auge’s comments on a fine chapter effort on page 4. 

VII. Monthly Meetings 

A. July Membership Meeting  

1. Pre-meeting Activities 

d. Raffle Tables 
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V. Monthly Meetings 

A. July Membership Meeting  

2. Meeting 

a. Combo Lathe Stand (Mark Debe) 

There were some concerns 

that the wood raffle would not 

be as abundantly sourced at 

this meeting as in the past.  

However, more wood was 

donated than tickets were 

bought.  As a result, a lot of 

wood was given away at the 

end. 

Whenever wood turning tools are provided such as 

these, there is a lot of interest in the tool raffle! 
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Mark Debe is shown with a 

lathe stand that he 

conceived, designed, built, 

and financed himself.  The 

concept was inspired by a 

presentation at the 2014 

AAW Show in Phoenix and 

by the development of a wall 

mounted fixture by several  

MWA members to hold a 

lathe for use by a wheel 

chair bound member.  

Mark’s stand takes previous 

work to a new level.  It can 

be operated by one standing 

or sitting, it can be easily 

converted between positions, 

and it is readily portable.  As 

such,  it can be of benefit in 

teaching by making the lathe 

accessible to both those in 

wheel chairs and those that 

are able to stand.  In 

addition, it can be used by 

those who are either too old 

or unable to stand for 

extended periods of time.  

This design clearly expands 

the field of those who can 

learn, develop, and enjoy 

woodturning skills. 
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This is a view of the front of the machine and stand as seen by an operator seated in either a 

regular chair or a wheel chair.  The stand itself weighs 108 pounds and is designed to 

accommodate a delta lathe.  The total weight with the lathe is about 200 pounds.  The design is 

adjustable to two fixed heights, one for standing and one for sitting.  Height adjustment is made 

using the scissor jack shown and a pistol drill with driver.  A set of guides to support the lathe 

during height adjustment is provided.  The lathe and stand is custom balanced so that it is easily 

shifted from one angular position to another.  At each height, the lathe may be tilted 0 degrees, 

22.5 degrees and 45 degrees.  The stand is on castors and can be easily moved from one location to 

another.  One person can change positions of the stand.  Tom Kindom and Pete Bryant were able 

to change positions in about 10 minutes without reading the instructions provided (hanging 

outside lower left hand leg).  Most of the ten minutes was spent finding the tools we needed in  

Rick Auge’s shop. 
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Next Steps: 
 

1. Mark is donating use of his stand to the MWA in training classes for the 

wheel chair bound.  If the club dissolves or if he gets to the point where he 

can only sit and turn, he would like it back. 

 

2. The stand has been successfully used in two training classes already. 

 

3. The AAW has awarded the MWA an Educational Opportunity Grant 

(EOG) to provide a system for wheel chair use for all chapters.  This money 

will be invested in preparing a set of drawings that will allow duplication of 

the stand by anyone.  It will be posted on our website and all chapters of 

the AAW will be notified of its availability. 

 

4. Mark Debe plans to write a paper for AAW publication. 

 

At Rick Auge’s invitation, Phil 

McDonald, President of AAW, attended 

to see the type of work that a chapter 

could do to expand learning 

opportunities for all.  He was impressed! 

Tom Kindom was asked to try the stand and 

delta lathe for the first time in front of the 

whole club and President McDonald.  Tom 

liked the portable verson better than his wall 

mounted model.  He found it more rigid. 
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V. Monthly Meetings 

A. July Membership Meeting  

2. Meeting 

                         b. Bowl Carving Fixture (Acme Machine) 

    
 

A representative from Acme Machine (a local family owned company) came and 

demonstrated an adjustable fixture that could hold a bowl (or other turned work 

piece) during decorating, carving, etc..  The device can rapidly and easily be 

adjusted and locked firmly to present convenient access to various sections of the 

work for secondary hand operations. 

 

The following brochure exerpt shows some of the positions that the fixture can 

assume when carving a duck decoy.  It also provides specifications, cost, and contact 

information for those interested. 
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The price is $242.50 with tax. 

 

 

 

 

 

VII. Monthly Meetings 

A. July Membership Meeting  
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2. Meeting 

a. Elios (Bob Puetz) 

    
 

 

      

Bob Puetz presented a faceplate system that he has found 

extremely useful.  The components can be used either as a 

traditional faceplate with screws or as a drive system 

having a set of three pointed tips forming a drive system 

that is well suited to weird contours such as the initially 

curved surface of a log to be made into a natural edge 

bowl.  The contact information, details, costs, and a 

description of the drive system as provided by the 

company is provided below.  Product picture follows. 

Available from Langer Craftwork, Edmonton Alberta Canada   They descibe 

their product as follows:  This wonderful little tool is one of the safest, 

handiest, and most versatile tools to hit the shelves in quite some time. All 

three sizes have a #2MT and have three adjustable pins along with three 

countersunk holes so this drive can be used as a drive or faceplate, and just 

pops into your lathe. The three adjustable pins account for its versatility and 

make it ideal for most between-center work such as spindles, large logs, 

natural edge and regular bowls. For small work that requires attaching a 

faceplate exactly at the center, just leave the middle pin protruding a small 

amount to locate the center and then use three #10 or #12 screws to fasten 

onto your work piece. Now available in three sizes that are black zinc-plated, 

and can be purchased individually or as a handy set of three. The 2” drive is 

great for small pieces and ideal for spindle work, the 2.5” is a good all-

purpose size, and the 3.5” is a must for larger size logs and natural edge or 

regular edge bowls. A ‘must have’ item in any turner’s toolkit. 

Be sure to use a 1/2" knock out bar to remove the drive from your headstock 

:). 

Price: $125.00 for set of 3 
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VII. Monthly Meetings 
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A. July Membership Meeting  

2.Meeting 

                        d.Main Presentation:  “Finishing for             

                                 Mortals” (Mark Palma) 

 
Mark Palma delivered an excellent presentation on finishing.  Recognizing that much of a 

finishing presentation lacks the excitement of watching chips fly, Mark maintained audience 

attention by inserting Sven and Ole jokes at various points.  This kept us learning and laughing 

most of the night. 

 

A lot of positive feedback was received on this presentation and forwarded to Mark.  Here are 

some from Rick Auge and Neil Robinette. 

Rick:  “Its rare that I get positive comments on Demos. You broke the mold. Tuesday night I 

started getting comments about how good you and your presentation was.  Yesterday I had three 

more calls that were on the order of: ‘ …….a good presentation ……….’ & ‘He really knew his 

stuff.’  Again I was asked if you were a Pro.” 

Neil:  “Where did this guy come from?  he was great! Why didn't we know about him before?” 



   MINNESOTA WOODTURNERS ASSOCIATION July, 2015 1                                                        Page 21 
 
 

Mark later noted that he had just had a paper published on finishing in the AAW FUNndamentals 

magazine and would like to have the written article published to MWA.  Accordingly, that article, 

“Finishing Options for Woodturners”, is attached at the end of this newsletter for all to review. 

 

What is said in the article and what was presented in the meeting have some overlap.  Therefore, 

this newsletter will provide a  combined outline of what was said in both.  It is hoped that this 

outline might serve as a quick reference, and the article might provide some further detail in the 

areas it addresses. 

 

Mark had a table full of sample finishing work.  Three pictures of that work have been printed 

below.  They clearly establish him as an excellent finisher. 
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Combined outline of Mark Palmas AAW FUNdamentals article and 

MWA presentation: 

 

Overview 

 Mark started out by saying that he is sharing the way of finishing that works for him.  

 Maintain a clean, organized finishing area.  

 Think of finishing as part of the total process of making the piece. 

 There a a limited number of finishes that can be applied on the lathe.  Many finishes can be 

applied off the lathe-perhaps too many. 

 Think about finishes and finishing before you start. 

 Make a sample of the wood and finish before you start. 

 A good finish requires patience. 

 Finish is applied for two reasons:  To protect the wood or to enhance it. (not to hide bad 

design or tear out!) 

 When sanding, start with fresh abrasive each time.   

 When sanding watch the dust flowing into the dust collector.  When the flow slows down, 

replace the sandpaper. 

 Put small details (e.g. grooves) into piece after sanding the rest of the piece.  Resand details 

lightly after addition.  This makes for a sharper defined detail. 

 Between sanding and finishing, clean well and burnish using a kitchen type nonwoven, non 

abrasive scrubbing pad. 

 Dust is a big problem.  Before finishing, clean your entire shop from top to bottom and 

change into clean clothes.  The below picture Mark demonstrates his finishing only smock. 

 

 These comments do not address finishing plastic. 
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Safety 

 Always de-energize lathe when not turning 

 Always wear a face shield when turning 

 Yank on the tool rest before starting to turn 

 Wear safety glasses when in the shop 

 Only use lacquer when it can be sprayed outside 

 Be sure you have adequate ventilation 

 Be careful with used rags.   

 Always properly dispose of applicators and solvents 

 Wear a set of clothes for turning and another clean set for finishing 

 Remember that a dust mask does not protect against finishing vapors 

 Buy finishing materials in small quantities thereby reducing storage of explosive materials 

 Drying time, humidity, and temperature are very important.  Don’t cut corners. 

 Never apply friction polish with a rag.  It could catch your fingers.  Use a paper towel. 

 

The Three Main Finishes 

 Polyurethane:  Meets every need except often perceived as a plastic without the feel of 

wood.  You can make it feel like wood by covering the polyurethane with wax. 

 Oils:  Mark generally uses Watco oils 

 Wax only 

 

General Tips 

 Clean off the lid and can top with a rag when opened and closed. 

 Mark can of finish with the date purchased. 

 Stir finishes with coffee stirring rods found for free in coffee shops 

 Dye is composed of small pieces that sink into the wood.  Stain is composed of large 

particles that stay on the outer surface of the wood. 

 Repeatability with dyes is very difficult. 

 If wipe-on polyurethane finish does not apply well, it can be improved by blending with 

pure polyurethane finish. 

 Krylon clear acrylic finish is very good in place of varnish for top coats. 

 You cannot increase the gloss of semi-gloss or flat finishes as they contain dulling additives. 

 If a modern finish is applied to wood and allowed to fully cure, it should be food safe.  

When in doubt, allow to dry an extra long time before use with food. 
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Specific Finishes 

 Shellac is a wonderful finish.  It sticks to almost anything and almost anything adheres to 

it.  It can be used as an intermediate layer between two incompatible finishes. 

 Mark applies lacquer with a spray can.  He sprays beyond the piece with a constant speed.  

Lacquer layers are cut back by wet sanding.  He uses lacquer when he wants to make 

something really beautiful. 

 Mark often uses oils for grain enhancement.  If the oil is completely dry he can then add a 

lacquer top coat.  Alternatively, shellac can be used as an intermediate layer. 

 General Finishes has recently put out a clear, water based Woodturners Finish that has 

worked well for Mark. 

 When friction finishing, start with a cellulose base sanding sealer.  Mark uses Mylans.  

Apply the friction finish with a paper towel until considerable heat is generated. 

 Milk paint is a fascinating finish.  You mix only what you need and it is extremely durable 

when dry.  Try it!   

 Mark blends his own wiping varnish.  See article for formulations.   

 

Trouble Shooting 

 Old finish-check purchase date 

 Contaminants in the can-do not dip brush or applicator into can.  Pour finish into a clean, 

throw away container. 

 Environmental issues e.g. Temperature and humidity-check specifications 

 Insufficient drying time-check specifications.  Note there is a difference in time to add a 

second coat and dry time. 

 Environmental contaminants-check for dust, bugs, and chemicals in the area.  Round 

circles (fish eyes) are normally caused by silicone contamination. 

 Incompatible finishes:  Read about finishes you have used and find out why the problem 

occurred. 

 Bad technique-i.e. you.  Too much finish in one coat, too much oil in one coat, using dirty 

applicators, using the wrong finish for the situation, not maintaining a “wet edge”,not 

reading the proper instructions, improper mixing, or application, etc. 

 
Finally, he demonstrated his excellent “finishing technique” by closing with this joke: 

Ole came home from elementary school one day and told his Dad that he had the biggest feet in 

the third grade.  He asked his father if this was because he was Norwegian.   

 

His father said,  “No, its because you are 19 years old.” 
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V. Monthly Meetings 

A. July Membership Meeting  

2.Meeting 

                       e.Beads of Courage 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The beads of courage bowls that were sent by MWA to the AAW symposium are 

shown above.  Note that our bowls were surrounded by Beads of Courage bowls 

from other chapters.  The bowls to the left have been submitted by The Tennessee 

chapter.  The bowls to the right by the chapter known as Turners Anonymous. 

 

To give you an overview of the AAW presentation, refer to the photo below,  our 

bowls are in the upper corner.  Every card on the table represents a participating 

chapter. 
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At the June MWA meeting, a number of bowls were submitted by Dick Radke.  

Each bowl body was made of segmented maple and walnut and had a poplar cover.  

He finished the with a single coat of 50% tung oil and 50% mineral spirits.  They 

looked great, but unfortunately, there are no pictures available due to camera (or 

operator) failure. 

 

Dick did share a special story, however.  He was telling of the Beads of Courage 

effort to a friend.  That friend commented that he had a young family member who 

was undergoing cancer therapy and that the family member did not have a bowl.  

Dick promptly gave one of his bowls to that friend.  This made participation in the 

program even more meaningful to Dick. 

V. Monthly Meetings 
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A. July Membership Meeting  

2.Meeting 

                      f.President’s Challenge 
The Presidents’s Challenge for July was a multi axis turning. 

        

       
      

 

 

        
 

First Place: Wayne Johnon:  

Maple cube with holes on three axes. Ebonized, 

partially sanded, and dyed followed by texturing tool. 

Second Place: Mark Debe: 

Mark spent a lot of the month finishing up his 

lathe stand and still had time for this fine piece.  
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Ron Solfeist Dan Larson Ken Hallberg Richard Messer 

Third Place: Ken Gustafson 

A baseball bat wrapped around a baseball.  The 

bat is two axis and the ball is made separately. 

Honorable Mention 
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V. Monthly Meetings 

     B. Lunch Gatherings 

           1.  Hamburger Club 

 
The Hamburger Club met at the 50’s Club, Brooklyn Center in July as scheduled.  

There was no report, but it is believed that attendees had a splendid time as usual.    

 

The next Hamburger Club  Meeting will be Wednesday August 12 at the 50’s, Club, 

Brooklyn Center 11:30 to 1:30.  Mike Hunter advises that in the summer the group 

will convene on the Wednesday of the week after the MWA membership meeting.  

In the fall, the schedule will revert back to the normal Thursday of the week after 

the MWA membership meeting.   The meeting place is most convenient for those on 

the north side of town.  But all are invited. 

 

 V. Monthly Meetings 

     C. Area/Regional Turning Meetings 

           1.  SE Metro Turning Meeting 
Jim Jacobs reports 

 

“Jim Jacobs hosted the SE metro small group at his shop in Hastings. 7 club 

members had a busy day from 10-3.  Since this was an "open agenda" we tried to 

cover whatever members wanted to work on. We showed how to turn the foot off 

the bottom of a bowl..sharpened several tools on a CBN wheel..we discussed burrs 

on scrapers and the shape of the grind on gouges..A home made hollowing bar was 

also set up to look at. At noon we "circled up"in the shop and did some fine dining 

with Jimmy Johns. We all agreed we like these shop meetings better than a 

restaurant. 

 

Another member may host a "tentative" shop mtg in mid August.. details will 

follow. We were so busy, we never got any pics! 

 

( Jim is glad he hosted this because his shop is now much cleaner than normal.)” 
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V. Monthly Meetings 

     C. Area/Regional Turning Meetings 

           2.  Plymouth Area/Regional Turning Meeting 
 

The Plymouth Group met Wednesday  June 24 at Steve Mages shop.  The highight of the meeting 

was the spiral barber pole rolling pin designed and built by Al Heist (on the left).   The method of 

construction as described by Steve Mages is detailed to the right. 

 

 
 

Al entered his rolling pin in a local county fair.  Ask him if he won a ribbon. 
                                                                                                      

V. Monthly Meetings 

Glued square assembly of 

colored wood tilted at a 

slight angle. 

Outline Rolling Pin 
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     C. Area/Regional Turning Meetings 

           3.  Northwest Turning Meeting 
 

This group is just starting up.  A general meeting to determine interest was held at a 

local restaurant.  At least seventeen people are interested in attending.  The first 

actual turning meeting was held on Saturday, June 27 from 2:00 to 6:00 pm at Neil 

Robinette’s shop.   
 

Neil reports, 

 

“We had our get together on Sat. the 27th in great weather.  

Those attending were:  Gar and his son Todd Brown, Jane Hillery, Dennis Dalhberg, Gordon and 

Mark Fay, Dan Larson, Greg Just, Neil and Ginger Robinette (chief griller and food dispenser). 

 

Jane turned a small bowl with a deep rim. Gordon turned a small ash bowl, while Mark worked 

on his tool control. Dan had fun with a piece of Osage Orange.  

 

The menu was hot dogs and brats with Snicker salad, (almost a dessert), oriental salad, a nice 

bottle of wine from Jane, and blond bars from Greg’s wife (definitely dessert! ) We’ll do this again 

and do more turning! Thank you to the cooks!” 

 

   

 

Gordan Fay shows the small 

ash bowl he is turning.  To the 

rear, his son, Mark, learns 

some tricks from his dad. 
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Denny Dalbert and Greg Just enjoy 

looking through a wood turning magazine 

Jane Hillary and Dan Larson take a 

break from their turning projects. 

An action shot of the 

group in Neil’s shop. 
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VI.  Monthly Classes 

A.  Regular Classes 
A basic bowl turning class and a tool sharpening class were held as expected.  As usual, 

attendees were quite satisfied with what they learned.  Two wheel chair turners were at 

the basic bowl turning class. 

 

The class schedule was lighter than usual because of the AAW symposium and a lot of 

people were out of town for the Fourth of July. 

 

B.  “Secret” Open Shop Experiment 
 

In recent months, over 40 new people have joined the MWA.  Many of these turners 

are beginners who need help getting started.  Rick Auge tried an experiment and 

invited some of these rookies to an open shop at his home where the lathes are located.  

He also asked what they were interested in learning how to turn.  His intent was to 

determine if this would help get basic shop training to these new turners. 

 

The Robinetts have a wonderful back porch for a summer picnic.  

The group takes time out to eat and develop relationships. 
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He invited Laura King, Mary Allen, and Tom Kindom.  Mary and Tom were interested 

in making pens and Laura wanted to make bowls.  Rick invited Ed Mielech to help him 

briefly on the instruction side because of Ed’s experience with pens.  The group is 

shown below: 

 

 

   
There were a lot of simple questions that most turners could answer e.g. how do I find the center?  

How do I change speeds? What speed should I run at? What tool should I use?   

     

   
 

 

From left to right, 

Rick, Mary, Ed 

standing, Tom seated 

and Laura.  Mary 

Allen noted that this 

was one of the few 

MWA meetings she 

has been at where the 

number of women 

were close to the 

number of men. 

Ed shared his pen making experience.  He 

brought a pen drilling fixture and a pen 

assembly fixture for use by the class.  They are 

pretty slick and shown at the left. 

 
 



   MINNESOTA WOODTURNERS ASSOCIATION July, 2015 1                                                        Page 36 
 
 

                                                                                             

 
  

The cover picture (page 1) shows Rick Auge working on a bowl with Laura King.   

 

 

Tom Kindom and Pete 

Bryant figured out how to 

change speeds on the 

handicapped lathe stand.  

 It was a lot of fun. 
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Mary Allen learns how Rick Auge 

sharpens tools 

Generally, the students worked 

independently and without 

help.  They also conferred with 

each other on turning issues. 
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Tom and Mary display their completed pens.   

 

               
    

Laura plans to return and finish her more complicated bowl. 

 
The results of the experiment are being evaluated.  Every one thoroughly enjoyed the event.  The  

experience appears to have helped the students get over any reluctance to start turning as well as 

giving them the satisfaction of completing a product.  It was particularly good to see each student 

working with other students.  They often answered each others questions.  More difficult questions 

could generally be answered by a low intermediate turner. 

 

There were times, however, when all the students had different questions at the same time.  This 

was rough on the instructor.  Starting with a bowl is difficult.  Maybe simple projects are better.  

How to best handle this situation is being considered.  Stay tuned. 
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VIII.  AAW And Regional Announcements 
 

A. Corridor Woodturners presents John Jordan for a two day demonstration 

October 3 and 4 in Cedar Rapids Iowa.  The two days will be devoted to 

Bowl Turning and Turned and Carved Hollow Vessels.   For details see 

www.corridorturners.org.   

B. A Fresh Cut Green Woodturning Symposium will be held October 30 to 

November 1, 2015.  It will be held in Grand Marais, Minnesota.  The 

symposium includes multi-day coursework, demonstrations, speakers, 

mini-courses and community gatherings, all designed to encourage wide-

ranging discussion of the craft of woodturning and to celebrate and relish 

the intimate connection to the material green wood turning fosters.  

Featured will be Robin Wood,  Michael Hosaluk, and Michael Cullen.  The 

symposium is jointly sponsored by the AAW and the North House Folk 

School.  Contact www.northhouse.org  or www.aaw.org for details. 

C. The Wisconsin Chapter will not be having an expo this year.  In its place, 

they will have an all day demonstration by one of their best turners, 

professional Barry Grill.  The event will be held in Eau Claire on October 

24, 2015.   See www.cvwg.org for details. 

D. American Wood Turner for August is now available on line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IX.  AAW Programs 

A. Index June American Woodturner Magazine 
 

This index below has been included to show non AAW members one of the many benefits of AAW 

membership and to remind AAW members to check out articles of interest on line.  Note the 

article on French rolling pins by MWA member Tim Heil. 

http://www.corridorturners.org/
http://www.northhouse.org/
http://www.aaw.org/
http://www.cvwg.org/
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The May/June issue offers a number of practical and inspirational articles 

expected to appeal to all woodturners, as follows: 

 Turn a Decorative Inlay Ring. Cut the perfect circle for an inlay, by 

Bill Wells. 

 Turn a Purse Box. From simple to elaborate, here's a turned-box 

project with a lot of creative latitude, by Walt Wager. 

 Shopmade Beading Tool. Introduce simple decorative elements to 

your spindles and bowls while giving new life to an old tool, by Bob 

Patros. 

 Pseudo Segmenting with Epoxy Resin. Open up creative possibilities with Jim Rinde as he 

demonstrates a new approach to achieving the look of a segmented turning. 

 A French Rolling Pin with Flair. Tim Heil introduces us to a simple kitchen utensil, updated 

with distinctive Euro style. 

 On Set with Tim Yoder. It's not easy to turn wood and talk at the same time, but Tim Yoder has 

the knack, by David Heim. 

 Tangible Mirages: The Authentic Illusions of Jacques Vesery, AAW Professional Outreach 

Program's 2015 Merit Award Recipient. Captivating the viewer through a mesmerizing fusion of 

the realistic and the imaginative, by Michael C. McMillan. 

 

 

IX. AAW Programs:   

Article From May 2015 Woodturning FUNdamentals 

B.  “Finishing Options For Woodturners”  

                by Mark Palma 

 

The following article appeared in the May 2015 Woodturning FUNdamentals issue.  It is copied 

without change.   See pages 21 and 22 for more explanation. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eIDRImnv8etODYbACJyQqTafBd459fI0m_mawmUXz190enpnnoRw-GSg0gr2Cs8JdVuEkrURFaaue10ROdbi2Its75-7Tv3jR3ec1DE2t-xXow9Zi46ilIdSR3jNJYPZ4fL-siVEreJIF6swjmcW0_asxyucOXdoXhIGVNyfEj7a8SAXm9RJhwlfikeRuUJFfsqLL3o_wVy2TKw9uJfAdw==&c=AvCQE43uA1NcS5KYk5p8kYYFrdw8P8dD0HaL-Ra2oCZbr8HMj7Bwnw==&ch=AJfIqxO9evaR-X3C-XdNQIV2VRyMW46Nai6lezrQXoQ9sbIoVAsV-Q==
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