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Teach someone to fish ù
They can feed themselves 

for life.
Teach someone 

woodturning ùthey will 

be broke for life !



Instant Gallery
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Linda Ferber
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Revistinga piece from 5 or 6 years ago. 
Before and after photos.



Tips For Turners
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Dan Ernst

Continued on next page 3

Intro: A little project for a rainy day. This little gadget works great for setting up your 
OneWayCoring system without measuring or relying on any templates and works 
regardless of the chuck you are using.

Buy a cheap laser pointer on 
eBay. Anything will work but a 
cylindrical one is easier to 
mount. The upright is simply a 
2X2 with a 1-inch post turned on 
the bottom to fit in the OneWay
post. I put a threaded insert in 
the top of the post to accept a 
ǘƘǳƳō ǎŎǊŜǿ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
absolutely necessary. An 
ordinary screw will do.



Tips For Turners
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Dan Ernst

Continued on next page 4

Drill holesin the horizontal arm for the 
radius distance of each knife that you 
have. Just move the arm to the hole for 
the desired knife that you are using.

This is a very quick way to set the 
diameter of your core; no 
measuring, no math, 
nothing, nada.



Tips For Turners
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Dan Ernst

5

Now set the depth of 
the cut. Again, no 
measuring, no math, 
no templates, 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƴŀŘŀΦ /ŀƴΩǘ 
go wrong. 

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŦƻǊ 
this idea, but I did 
greatly simplify the 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ 
ŎƘŜŀǇΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΦ 
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From the Mini Newsletter #4 
Remember??

Hi, I found your contact info via the American 
Association of Woodturners website.

I'm looking for someone to make some custom, big 
caveman-style clubs like these. The size is shown on the 
photo.

They look like they are probably made of oak or a 
different hardwood.
¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴȅ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƻǊ ǎŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ

If this is something you could make, contact me. What 
would the pricing look like per club? I could probably 
supply the wood if that works better for pricing.

Ben Wales bwales89@gmail.com

Need Help From Turners

Todd Williams made contact 
with Ben Wales. Turn the page 
for . . . THE REST OF THE STORY.

Continued on next page

mailto:bwales89@gmail.com
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You may recall a few months ago, someone wanted some exercise clubs made. I 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άmeelsέ 
and I think originated in old Persia. They are used as heavy weight clubs in various 
exercise regimens. Here is a drawing I made for the commission. Note the size.

Continued on next page

BIG Exercise Clubs Todd Williams

RE: Exercise Clubs 

Create and furnish two each Exercise Clubs, according to the drawing below.  

 

 

 

 

 

Club body and handle made of laminated layers of walnut plywood. Plywood sheets to be supplied by 

customer. All corners to be rounded. Slight concave on fat end.  

Sanded to 240 grit. Two sets of shallow grooves for decoration as shown. 

 

6έ 
4έ 

Body Length = 24έ 

2.25έ 

6έ 

~2.75έ 
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The length was the absolute longest I could accommodate on my Powermatic 35-20B 
lathe with an Elio spur drive. There was an unsuccessful effort to find wood large 
enough and crack-ŦǊŜŜΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƭŀƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōƭŀƴƪǎΦ IŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ мέ ǘƘƛŎƪ 
walnut veneer plywood (used for counter tops?). I cut it to size and laminated the strips 
ƛƴǘƻ уέ Ȅ уέ Ȅ осέ ōƭŀƴƪǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ƧƻōΗ

Continued on next page

BIG Exercise Clubs Todd Williams

L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎƭǳŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƭŀƳǇǎ ŀƴŘ άǎƪŀǘƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƛŜŎŜǎΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ άƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέ ǇƭȅǿƻƻŘ ƘŀŘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƎŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƛŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƭƭΦ 
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BIG Exercise Clubs Todd Williams

Laminating blanks for 
the exercise clubs
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After glue-up, I cut the 
rough handle shapes on 
the band saw. The 
turning was the easiest 
part of the process. 

Continued on next page

BIG Exercise Clubs Todd Williams
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BIG Exercise Clubs Todd Williams

The finished clubs each 

weighed just over 8 lb.
Finally, the satisfied customer
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First Day of School After 
COVID-19 LOCKDOWN
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Ask A Turner Drying Twice-Turned Bowl Blank Question

Continued on next page 13

What techniques do you use when drying a twice turned bowl? Indoors vs 
unconditioned shop, sitting out in the open vs box/bag, should wet shavings be 
added? What factors should be considered?

Grant Determan

After rough turning, I put the bowl in my shop microwave for a bit. For a 
small piece, 1 minute on full strength, then I turn it over and zap it for 
another minute. I give larger bowls, e.g. more than 8-10", 2 minutes per 
side. Then I let the piece rest for 10-15 minutes and let the vapor 
dissipate from the microwave, then repeat the cycle a time or two. 

Bill Campbell

In the meantime, I'm cleaning up wood chips, maybe 
sanding something else or oiling a piece previously turned. 
Finally, I'll put the piece on a shelf to sit for a while. 
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Ask A Turner 
όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

Drying Twice-Turned Bowl Blank Question

Continued on next page 14

How long a while? Depends on the wood. Walnut dries within a 
couple weeks, ash a little longer. On the other hand, I turned some 
red elm 2 months ago and it's still drying - I'm losing patience.I use 
a 2-pronged moisture meter, measuring on a newly cut face.

Immediatelyafter turning, pieces typically run 30-35% water. The 
meter won't measure accurately when the piece is hot out of the 
microwave, but after it cools it will typically show 10-15% water. 

Bill Campbell

Caution: be very careful taking the piece out of the microwave, it can 
get quite hot. When it's been upside down, the bowl will be full of 
trapped steam. I recommend not using the microwave in your kitchen. 

I once turned a piece of maple that was a little punky in spots. After a 
second one-minute zap it started smoking, I had to pitch it out the door 
before it burned down my house. I immediately bought a cheap 
microwave from Goodwill and installed it in the shop.
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Ask A Turner 
όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

Drying Twice-Turned Bowl Blank Question
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This process has worked well for me. I've never had a split 
or crack while in the microwave, though a few pieces have 
split immediately afterwards. I've learned to turn away the 
pith and be very careful with knots; those seem to be the 
tension spots where cracks start. 

I use the microwave to dry pieces that I turn only once, also. They 
warp, a lot or a little depending on the variety of wood. I usually 
like the resulting oval bowls, especially with smaller pieces. I 
usually have to sand the bottom flat, sometimes the rim as well. 
If I've turned thin, these pieces will be ready to finish (i.e., 5-6% 
water) in a few days. 

Bill Campbell
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Ask A Turner 
όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

Drying Twice-Turned Bowl Blank Question
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My introductionǘƻ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǿŜŜƪ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴ 
Campbell Folk School.The instructor taught us to puta layer of wet 
shavings in the bottom of a brown paper bag, add the rough-turned 
bowl, and surround the bowl with more shavings.I brought back so 
many rough turned bowls from that class that my wife was concerned 
we wouldn't have enough room in the trunk of our car for our luggage.

I have mainly used this same method since then.The only things I do 
differently now are that I put several bowls in the same bag by nesting 
them and using a layer of shavings between the rough turned bowls and I 
write the species of wood, the size of the bowl, and (most importantly) the 
date it was turned on the bag.I also use a Sharpie to write the species of 
wood and the date on the bottom of each rough turned bowl.

Dick Zawacki

Continued on next page
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Ask A Turner 
όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

Drying Twice-Turned Bowl Blank Question
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The key is to rough turn the bowl as soon as possible after the tree was 
cut down. I wait at least 6 months and usually a year beforefinal turning 
the bowl. Since I am in the high-risk age group for COVID-19, I am often 
pleasantly surprised by what I find in the bags when I open them up a 
year or so after rough turning thebowl. I do not use a moisturemeter or 
scale to check for dryness.

Dick Zawacki

Continued on next page

The bags are stored on the floor of my studio.It iskept at about 
60 degrees F in the winter when I'm working and 54 degrees F 
when I'm not there.Summer temperatures are uncontrolled; 
the humidity is uncontrolled year-round. I do experience cracks 
on about 10% of the rough turned bowls I dry this way.
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Ask A Turner Pepper on the Table Under the Peppermill
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In our zoom meetinglast night, the discussion on how to make an "upside 
down" pepper grinder to keep pepper off the table got more discussion 
than I thought it deserved. Lots of ideas about how it wouldhave to 
accommodatethe different problems that would have to be overcome, 
includingeven hooking up my shop vacuum to the lazy Susan on the 
kitchen table. But no one seems to have actually seen one,whichI find 
interesting given the enormous problem caused by the wayward pepper 
flakes landing on the tabletop instead of the t-bonesteak.

Maybe someone can figure out if it is "art", requiring a difficultto repair 
poly finish or a "utility item" requiring an easy to repair oil finish. Maybe we 
Ŏŀƴ ōǊŀƴŘ ƛǘ ά¢ƘŜ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ aƛƭƭέ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘit as the "no pepper tracks 
pepper mill".

Warren Gerber
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Ask A Turner Riddle

Take the name of a European city (hint: a 
capital city), remove the 3rd letter and it is 
what you need to WIN A RACE. If you remove 
the 4th letter it will cause you to LOSE A RACE.

Continued on next page 19

Send your answers to Editor Mike Rohrer, mdrprof@gmail.com
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Tuesday MWA ZOOM Virtual Demo

Continued on next page 20

The MWA sponsored a demo by Dan Larson through ZOOM 
ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ aŀȅ нфΦ оу ǇŜƻǇƭŜ άŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘέ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻΦ

Dan balances the bowl before turning in one of 2 ways, either at the 
rough cutting with the chainsaw or on the lathe by mounting between 
centers. At this time he can reverse the mounting so the bark is on top. 
An end-grain natural edge bowl tends to crack.

Dan using the new 
required tool along with 
the lathe for ZOOM 
demos, the computer
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MWA ZOOM Virtual Demo- Dan Larson - Bowls

Continued on next page 21

Possibilities for cutting a 
log for producing a bowl

Pattern with an upside-
down bowl but not with a 
natural edge

End-grain natural edge
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MWA ZOOM Virtual Demo- Dan Larson - Bowls

Continued on next page 22

Cutting the bowl with the bandsaw: use a pattern for the blank template. 
Take the bark off if possible.


