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This is the last edition of the MWA newsletter that I will edit. The first edition was July, 2017. I retired from the 
University of Minnesota at the end of June, 2017. I had been an MWA member since April, 2016. No longer having the 
university’s professorial requirements of teaching, research and service, and being 73, I did not want to be bored. I 
asked then President Rick Auge why I couldn’t find any newsletters from the last year and a half on the website. He 
offered me the editor’s job if I wanted it. Thanks to the newsletter, I have not been bored for even 10 seconds since I 
retired; there was always something that could be done for the newsletter. 

I have genuinely enjoyed this opportunity to create every issue of the newsletter. I have met and gotten to know so 
many MWA members; I have seen so much woodturning with so many twists and turns; I have experienced the MWA 
as no one could imagine.

I have had so much help from so many people. My wife, Cecilia, has proofread every word of every issue; Jay Schulz 
has been so complete and detailed on all the activities and contributions to the Beads of Courage. Several people 
have helped with photos and info from the monthly MWA meetings and reporting on and photographing  the Splinter 
Group meetings. The last couple of years, Kevin Ganje and Jim Zangl have been particularly helpful with MWA 
meeting photos. Presidents Rick Auge, Lee Luebke and Charlie Prokop helped in many ways.

I always enjoyed getting messages thanking me or complimenting me on a recent issue. I’ll miss creating the 
newsletter, but I am really looking forward to relaxing and enjoying the monthly meetings and having time to attend 
splinter groups – oh, also to make chips at the lathe.

The next page has some statistics from the last 7 ½ years of newsletters.
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MWA Newsletter Summary
Mike Rohrer’s Editorship – July, 2017 - December, 2024

Newsletter issues - 135
Regular monthly – 82

Covid weekly – 53

Pages 7005
Regular – 5362
Covid – 1643

Pictures
27,196

Turnings shown:
13,374
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MWA 
Community Service

John Suhreptz and Jay Schulz 

staffing the CS table

Ben Pawlak

Nice group of new wig stands
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MWA 
Community Service

From his Mom: A few of the numerous photos we took. We hope 

they will bring joy and encouragement to you and the rest of your 

group. We are blessed by the gift and the master hands it took to 

create them. Thank you doesn't explain how we feel, or the 

impact that was made.

Blessings to you, and the rest of your group. Please let your 

members who created the tops and this beautiful container for 

the beads know we are grateful and blessed by the gifts. They 

will be a cherished part of our family's journey.

Sara

Beads At Home Project

Kraig Brue’s box and dog and Ken Schwichtengerg’s tops
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From her Mom:
Charlotte has CDKL5 deficiency disorder. She has daily seizures, low muscle tone which affects her ability to eat, walk, 
and use her hands functionally, and CVI which affects her brain's ability to understand what her eyes see.
Despite her body's constant fatigue, she loves engaging with others through tickles, hand clapping songs, looking at 
books, and exploring sensory bins. She especially loves petting her puppy Bo and dancing in her parents' arms.

This box is just beautiful. The materials are so well chosen and crafted, we are so grateful! We love the look and feel of 
the types of wood, the bumpy and smooth textures, and the low profile means it won't easily topple over!

Thank you for supporting our family through the gifts of beads and this beautiful box.

MWA 

Community Service
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MWA 
Community Service

Jay Schulz

Kraig Brue



Minnesota WoodTurners Association December 2024 9

MWA 

Community Service

Nancy & John Suhreptz

Continued on next page
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MWA 

Community Service

Ken Schwichteberg

Vickie Braml

Continued on next page
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MWA 

Community Service

Delivery to North 
Memorial Hospital

Bob Meyer & 
George Martin

Linda Ferber

Diane Puetz, Vickie 

Braml,Sue & Cindy 
Erickson, Rhonda Schulz

Ken 
Schwichtenberg
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Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer is a 
story about how someone different is 
treated like shit by the group until 
that person has something they need
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Before the Meeting

Continued on next page

Dan Ernst & Neil Robinette 

trying to give wood to turners

Paul Laes getting wood 

sealer to where it belongs -

ends of turner’s logs
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Before the Meeting (cont’d)

Brad Belair

Mike Hunter

Jeanne Gannon & Ric Zillmann

planning the video presentation & 

documentation of the meeting

Dan adjusting 

the audio

Linda Ferber filling us in 

on the Nat’l Meeting in 

St. Paul next summer
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For third straight year (2022), firearms killed 
more children and teens, ages 1 to 17, than any 
other cause including car crashes and cancer

Johns Hopkins School of Public Health, 2024

Any suggestions?
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Instant Gallery – December Meeting

Dan Ernst
Steve Clark

George Martin & 

Don Pohlman
Mike Rohrer

Steve Mages

Ryan Overgaard
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Instant Gallery (cont’d)

Lee Luebke Jim JacobsAl Fletcher

Eric Koslowski
Kevin Ganje Dave Blume

Rick Fetting
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Instant Gallery (cont’d)

Dan Ernst Don Pohlman

Sid Buxton

There was constantly a  large group checking out the turnings

Bill Trombleu
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Instant Gallery (cont’d)

Mike Rohrer

Bob Grant

Ken Klein
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Instant Gallery (cont’d)

Dave Blume

Kevin Ganje

Bill Nelson Pete Kuhn
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Instant Gallery (cont’d)

Scott Thomas

Paul Bondhus

Hud Peters

John Suhreptz Don Pohlman
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Instant Gallery (cont’d)

Steve Hackett

Charlie Prokop



Minnesota WoodTurners Association 
December 2024

23

Thanks to Jim Zangl



December Member Challenge – Handles

Continued on next page
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George Martin

Mike Rohrer

Byron Patterson

Kevin Ganje
Anonymous
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Ryan 
Overgaard

Tim Lombard

Paul Michaelson

Mike 
Lucido

Continued on next page

Jim Helferich
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Scott Thomas

Mike Borka
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November MWA Meeting
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Pres. Charlie Prokop announced the MWA 
election was held and all nominees were 
elected.
Charlie Prokop was relected president. Ken 
Crea was elected as secretary. 
Dan Ernst, Janese Evans, Steve Mages, Don 
Pohlman and John Enstrom were elected as 
Board of Directors Members at Large. A voice 
vote was taken by John Hehre of the members 
present at the club meeting. There were no 
dissenting club members.

Wayne Manthe describes what he 

will demonstrate next meeting 

regarding drum making



December Demonstration 
“Yo-Yo”
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Dave Schulte

Dave, an MWA member,  has earned his 
living doing Yo-Yo demonstrations since 
the late 1990s. He is ranked among the 

top dozen Yo-Yo Masters in the USA.

His program was in two 
parts. The first was an 

amazing demonstration of 
yo-yo tricks most of us will 

never see again in our lives. 
The second part was the 

making of a 
competition/demonstration 
caliber yo-yo on the lathe.



December Demonstration 
“Yo-Yo” (cont’d)
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Dave Schulte

Dave went through a large number of 
tricks that seemed impossible to all of us 
who had played with yo-yos in our youth.

Dave has also developed a series 
of tricks with a spinning top he 
has created and turns himself
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“Yo-Yo” (cont’d)
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Dave Schulte

The second portion of Dave’s 
program was the “how to” 
making of a top-flight yo-yo 
that is capable of doing all 

these amazing tricks
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“Yo-Yo” (cont’d)
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Dave Schulte

Start with a tenon on 
the blankThe goal-a perfect yo-yo

Exact measurements
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“Yo-Yo” (cont’d)
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Dave Schulte

Finished examples

Laminated blank

The new yo-yo in use

The texture of the surface of the 
wood, the weight, the contact of 
the wood & string all determine 

the action of the yo-yo

The last cut
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Dave’s entire demo is available 
on the MWA’s website under 

the Blogs

Scroll down and click on the 
YouTube video that will show you 

Jeff’s and Dave’s entire demo

Go to 2024

On the Home Page, click on Blog. If this page 
does not show up, go to:

https://www.mnwoodturners.com/mwa-

chapter/blog/

Dave, thank you for the fascinating and unbelievable 
demonstration of your unique expertise with the yo-

yo AND your demonstration of turning an expert-level 
yo-yo 

DAVE SCHULTE TURNS A YO YO

https://www.mnwoodturners.com/mwa-chapter/blog/
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The MWA became quite active 
in saving demonstrations 

beginning in 2014.
Check out the archived demos 
to find some interesting to you

Scroll down and click on the 
YouTube video that will 
show you the recorded 

demonstration

On the Home Page, click on Blog. If this page 
does not show up, go to:

https://www.mnwoodturners.com/mwa-

chapter/blog/

https://www.mnwoodturners.com/mwa-chapter/blog/
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Next Meeting – Jan 4

Demo starts at 10:00 am; Zoom is live at 9:30 am; Doors open at 9:00 am

Houck Machine Company

12811 16th Ave N, Plymouth, MN

January’s meeting will feature club member, Dan Larson. His topic will be 
How to Use a Coring machine
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Thanks to Fred Schmoll
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New Members

Gary Katztabakken

Paul Anderson

Mark Wurdeman
Welcome to the MWA! Please take advantage 

of ALL of the many, many activities and 
advantages of this great organization.
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Area, Regional Special Group Meetings
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North Metro Turners

Continued on next page

Contact John Enstrom if you are interested in 
being part of a group in the North Metro 

John’s contact numbers:
Phone: 763-441-4086
Email: enstrom06@msn.com

Hamburger Club
If you would like to be notified about the once-a- month 

lunch get-together, please contact Mike Hunter at
huntertoolsystems@gmail.com

THE Splinters
If any additional members are interested in joining our 

splinter group, please let Linda Ferber know –
lindajaneferber@gmail.com

SE Metro If you would like to join us, contact 
Jim Jacobs at woodmanmn@aol.com

mailto:huntertoolsystems@gmail.com
mailto:lindajaneferber@gmail.com
mailto:woodmanmn@aol.com


Area, Regional Special Group Meetings
(cont’d)
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Westside Turners 
If you would like to be notified about the 

monthly meeting, contact Steve Mages at: 
smages@juno.com

Northeast Turners If anyone would like to join in, drop an email to Greg Just 

woodturner07@gmail.com. 
We usually meet on the third Saturday at 7:30 a.m.

Northwest Turners If you are interested contact:

John Campbell, 612-707-5986 or John Enstrom 763-441-4086

Segmenting Subgroup
if you would be interested in attending the Segmenting 

Subgroup, please send a message to Greg Just 
@ woodturner07@gmail.com.

mailto:smages@juno.com
mailto:woodturner07@gmail.com
mailto:woodturner07@gmail.com


Area, Regional Special Group Meetings
(cont’d)
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Westside Turners 
Westside turners met the 

evening of December 17th at 
Steve Mages shop as usual.

Standing left to right is Bob Grant, Steve Clark, Steve 
Mages, and David Struck. Seated is Jim Helferich,
Bill Kane, Lee Luebke, and Kevin Ganje

Bowls took top topic! Imagine that. 
Discussions were:

•scraper vs gouges vs sandpaper; getting 
those grainy spots gone

•sharpening those too short to fit in the jig 
tools

•grind a flat at the bottom so it will fit - that 
was easy

A little bit of the local chapter history came up 
during the meeting. Always good to know those 
kinds of things. 
Snacks were great too.



Area, Regional Special Group Meetings
(cont’d)
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Segmented Woodturners 
Subgroup

The Segmenters met December 17 at John Enstrom’s shop 
in Ramsey. John was kind enough to host us, give us a tour of his 
shop, show us his kiln for wood drying, demonstrate the use of an 
industrial milling machine to true the joining edges of segmented 
half-rings, and provide tasty snacks.

John describing his 
shop and large kiln

Greg Just describing 
recently built 

segmented bowl



Area, Regional Special Group Meetings
(cont’d)
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Segmented Woodturners 
Subgroup

Segmented bowls John has done

John describing his 
industrial milling machine



Area, Regional Special Group Meetings
(cont’d)
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Segmented Woodturners Subgroup

The Segmented 
Woodturners Subgroup 

thoroughly enjoyed  
visiting John Enstrom’s 

well-equipped shop, his 
large kiln,  his large 
stock of kiln dried 

hardwoods



Area, Regional Special Group Meetings
(cont’d)
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SE Metro
We met at Paul Keller’s shop. Marlen Kemmet

(retired technical editor for Wood Magazine) 

gave a talk and then we did a review of the 

“Show and Tell” projects and then a brown bag 
gift exchange.

Marlen Kemmet

Al Fletcher
Bill Breckon

Jim Jacobs holding Bob 
Boettcher’s ornaments



Area, Regional Special Group Meetings
(cont’d)
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SE Metro

Dan Ernst

Jack

Doug Ashton

Show ‘n Tell table 

John Suhreptz

Mark Palma’s cloth blank



Area, Regional Special Group Meetings
(cont’d)
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SE Metro

Host Paul Kelliher

Paul LaesSteve Hackett
Steve Miller



The MWA COMMUNITY SERVICE COMPRISES BEADS OF COURAGE, THE 
WIG STAND PROJECT AND OTHER ACTIVITIES TO HELP OUR COMMUNITY
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Community Service

Jay Schulz will be staffing the Community Service table.

See Jay with any questions or needs. Our Community 

Service program is an important part of the MWA's 

mission. All are welcome to participate.
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CLASSES

THE MWA HAS RENEWED ITS EFFORTS IN 
PRESENTING CLASSES FOR THE MWA MEMBERS

Go to the link on the MWA website to check on upcoming 

classes and sign up (on the classes page, put in the month and 
year you’re interested in)
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Congratulations, Ellen, Rebecca & Linda, for your piece being published in the AAW Toolbox
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New Members/Long-Time Members

Looking for some Tips????

Look near the very end of this newsletter for the page titled:

These are all MWA members who have specifically offered to 

help MWA member with woodturning. Many of them have listed 

areas of special interest, but they are all excellent all-around 

turners and can help you with almost anything. 

Listed for each volunteer:

•Phone number

•Email address

•Areas of chief interests

•Community in which they live

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE 
WOODTURNING VOLUNTEERS
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Continued on next page

Pres. Charlie Prokop

WOOD SEALER HAS BEEN RESTOCKED. WE NOW HAVE IT!

At this time sealer is available at the monthly meetings and from:
Charlie Prokop, Woodbury, MN charlieprokop@gmail.com
Julie Abbott, Eden Prairie, MN, jm_abbott@hotmail.com
Bob Meyer, Lino Lake,s MN, rjmbobco@comcast.net
Steve Mages, Minnetonka, smages@juno.com
Paul Laes, Cottage Grove, Woodforfun@hotmail.com

I am looking for others to sell sealer throughout the metro area.
Bring plastic jugs if you have them.          Sealer $20.00 gallon.

We need heavy duty plastic jugs for dispensing sealer. If you have any gallon containers, we could sure use them. It 
would be best if you could bring your empty containers to be filled. 

The club now has a chip card reader so you can pay Charlie by credit card or cash.

Anyone wanting to sell sealer can buy a quantity from me if you like or take some gallons and sell them to members 
and send the money to Treasurer John Hehre.

Charlie Prokop, President MWA

mailto:charlieprokop@gmail.com
mailto:jm_abbott@hotmail.com
mailto:rjmbobco@comcast.net
mailto:smages@juno.com
mailto:Woodforfun@hotmail.com
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Science Page

Vaccines 
Cause 
Adults



The MWA Newsletter is presenting a list of members who would be happy to give you pros & cons 
and experiences with the lathes they own or with which they have had experience. 

Lathe Contact List
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LATHE Member Email address

Bonnie Klein Mini Bill Szydlo szydlo.bill@gmail.com

Bonnie Klein Mini 12x18 Linda Ferber lindajaneferber@gmail.com

Craftsman Professional Steve Mages smages@juno.com

Delta mid size 12" Randall Thompson thomp013@umn.edu

Delta mid size 12" Dan Larson dhjlar@comcast.net

Delta midi Bob Meyer rjmbobco@comcast.net

Delta midi Joe Zwirn joezathome@msn.com

Grizzley G 0733 Martin Young martin.clay.young@gmail.com

Harbor Freight(Central Machinery 10x18) Rusty Ogren rick.Ogren@consolidated.com

Harvey T-60s Dan Brown drb@brownonline.org

Jet 1015 James Zangl james.zangl@gmail.com

Jet 12/21 Lee Luebke lgluebke@comcast.net

Jet 14x42 Dan Brown drb@brownonline.org

Jet 14x42 Rusty Ogren Rick.Ogren@consolidated.com

Jet 1640 Joe Zwirn joezathome@msn.com

Jet 1642  EVS Jenny Trice jennytrice@aol.com

Jet 1642 1.5 hp Greg Just woodturner07@gmail.com

Jet JML 10/14 Mini Neil Robinette northsideturners41@gmail.com

Jet JWL - 1220VS John Campbell campbell.jn@gmail.com

Laguna 12/16 Lee Luebke lgluebke@comcast.net

Laguna 18/36 Jay Schulz jfschulz@comcast.net

Laguna 18/36 Dan Larson dhjlar@comcast.net

Laguna 18/36 Lee Luebke lgluebke@comcast.net

Laguna 18/36 Mike Lucido mike.s.lucido@gmail.com

Laguna Revo 18/36 220v John Campbell campbell.jn@gmail.com

Laguna Revo 18/36 220v Neil Robinette northsideturners41@gmail.com

mailto:szydlo.bill@gmail.com
mailto:lindajaneferber@gmail.com
mailto:smages@juno.com
mailto:thomp013@umn.edu
mailto:dhjlar@comcast.net
mailto:rjmbobco@comcast.net
mailto:joezathome@msn.com
mailto:martin.clay.young@gmail.com
mailto:rick.Ogren@consolidated.com
mailto:drb@brownonline.org
mailto:james.zangl@gmail.com
mailto:lgluebke@comcast.net
mailto:drb@brownonline.org
mailto:Rick.Ogren@consolidated.com
mailto:joezathome@msn.com
mailto:jennytrice@aol.com
mailto:woodturner07@gmail.com
mailto:northsideturners41@gmail.com
mailto:campbell.jn@gmail.com
mailto:lgluebke@comcast.net
mailto:jfschulz@comcast.net
mailto:dhjlar@comcast.net
mailto:lgluebke@comcast.net
mailto:mike.s.lucido@gmail.com
mailto:campbell.jn@gmail.com
mailto:northsideturners41@gmail.com
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NOVA 3000 James Zangl james.zangl@gmail.com

Nova Comet II Rolf Krogstad rolf.krogstad@gmail.com

Nova Comet II Mike Anderson manderson4700@comcast.net

NOVA DVR 16" Dan Larson dhjlar@comcast.net

NOVA DVR 16" Joe Zwirn joezathome@msn.com

NOVA DVR XP Bill Szydlo szydlo.bill@gmail.com

NOVA DVR XP 16" Chuck Shreffler cshreffler@outlook.com

Oneway 2036 Dick Zawacki dickzawacki@gmail.com

Powermatic 2014 Steve Legvold stevelegvold@gmail.com

Powermatic 2520B Steve Mages smages@juno.com

Powermatic 3520B Todd Williams toddwilli@comcast.net

Powermatic 3520B Steve McLoon s.c.mcloon@gmail.com

Powermatic 3520C Reid zimmerman reidazimmerman@gmail.com

Powermatic 3520C Dan Ernst piloto1@comcast.net

Powermatic 4224B Dan Larson dhjlar@comcast.net

Powermatic 45 Todd Williams toddwilli@comcast.net

Record Power Coronet Herald 14 x 20 Gary Egbert gtegbert@yahoo.com

Robust American Beauty Tim Dodds tbikefast@aol.com

Robust American Beauty
Robust American Beauty

Shaun Kennedy
Dave Blume

skennedy@foodsysteminstitute.com
cromag@comcast.net

Robust Liberty Warren Gerber xlwalleye@gmail.com

Robust Sweet 16 Linda Ferber lindajaneferber@gmail.com

Robust Sweet 16 Bob Meyer rjmbobco@comcast.net

Shopsmith Martin Young martin.clay.young@gmail.com

Shopsmith (restored) Lee Luebke lgluebke@comcast.net

Vega 2600 Bill Szydlo szydlo.bill@gmail.com

Vicmarc VL 300 Lee Tourtelotte leetourtelotte@icloud.com

mailto:james.zangl@gmail.com
mailto:rolf.krogstad@gmail.com
mailto:manderson4700@comcast.net
mailto:dhjlar@comcast.net
mailto:joezathome@msn.com
mailto:szydlo.bill@gmail.com
mailto:cshreffler@outlook.com
mailto:dickzawacki@gmail.com
mailto:stevelegvold@gmail.com
mailto:smages@juno.com
mailto:toddwilli@comcast.net
mailto:s.c.mcloon@gmail.com
mailto:reidazimmerman@gmail.com
mailto:piloto1@comcast.net
mailto:dhjlar@comcast.net
mailto:toddwilli@comcast.net
mailto:gtegbert@yahoo.com
mailto:tbikefast@aol.com
mailto:skennedy@foodsysteminstitute.com
mailto:xlwalleye@gmail.com
mailto:lindajaneferber@gmail.com
mailto:rjmbobco@comcast.net
mailto:martin.clay.young@gmail.com
mailto:lgluebke@comcast.net
mailto:szydlo.bill@gmail.com
mailto:leetourtelotte@icloud.com
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Mike Rohrer 612-276-9556 mdrprof@gmail.com bowls, boxes South Mpls

Steve Miller 715 821-8726 ssmiller920@gmail.com all types, light on segmenting River Falls, WI

Lee Tourtelotte 612-670-1874 leetourtelotte@icloud.com all types, beginner, advanced South Mpls

Warren Gerber 651 403 2883 xlwalleye@gmail.com Bowls Mendota Heights

Jim Jacobs 651-497-1309 woodmanmn@aol.com beginner/advanced, segmenting, skews Hastings

Dick Zawacki 507-744-5748 dickzawacki@gmail.com general, bowls, wood carving Northfield

Mike Lucido 651-738-2551 mike.s.lucido@gmail.com general woodturning Woodbury

Bill Campbell 715-338-2634 wm.e.campbell@uwrf.edu general woodturning River Falls, WI

Mark Kelliher 651-636-8678 markandkathy007@comcast.net general woodturning Arden Hills

Todd Williams 651-274-4658 toddwilli@comcast.net general woodturning Lake Elmo

Bob Meyer 651-483-6187 rjmbobco@comcast.net bowls,ornaments, sharpening, gen'l. Lino Lakes

Dick Hicks rbhicks@rbhicks.com platters, spindle work, bowls Zoom from shop

Steve Mages 952-544-5286 smages@juno.com general woodturning Minnetonka

Neil Robinette 763-639-1085 northsideturners1@gmail.com sharpening, tool control, turning vs budget Brooklyn Park

Andy Levesque 651-769-4070 TEXT andy.m.levesque@gmail.com
resin/epoxy casting, hybrid turning, vacuum 
stabilizing, CNC & laser engraving Lindstrom

Rusty Ogren 612-990-4857 richardogren@protonmail.com resin questions, crack filling Plymouth

Dan Ernst 651-280-7484 pilot01@comcast.com coring, wing bowls, bowls, gen'l turning Maplewood, St Paul

Bill Szydlo 651-206-5547 szydlo.bill@gmail.com segmenting, sharpening, gen'l turning Northfield, MN

James Zangl 6541-645-4696 james.zangl@gmail.com bowls, hollow forms, vases, pens, etc St Paul -Hamline area

Joe Zwirn 612-619-4793 joezathome@msn.com segmenting, general woodturning Brooklyn Center

Mark Palma 612-991-7733 marksworkshop@gmail.com finishing & color Lanesboro
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The club has organized a ”Member Help Line”, the purpose of which is to answer 
questions/give advice and help educate our membership. Even though it has been 
more difficult during the pandemic social distancing time to help people in home 
workshops, there are still ways to help each other with woodturning questions & 
problems. The volunteers can help via email, telephone, Zoom, personal contact using 
social distancing and masks if desired, and probably other ways we haven’t tried yet.
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Maybe you’re a beginner looking for advice on what to buy.  
Maybe you have questions on chucking. 
Maybe you have sharpening questions. 
The volunteers listed on the next page are more than happy to help. Some have listed 
areas in which they feel more comfortable, but all will help with your woodturning 
question.

We would like more members to volunteer for our Member Help Line. If you would like to be "on 
call" please contact Mike Rohrer at mdrprof@gmail.com with your phone #, email address, area 
where you live, areas you’d be willing to help with, and your name will be added to the list.

mailto:mdrprof@gmail.com
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I would like to wish 
everyone a productive, 

safe, happy, and 
prosperous 2025

Mike Rohrer
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